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Joy-Borme 
By Ethel A. True 


HE skylark rises 
As it sings; 

The soul that praises 
Finds its wings. 


w 
More Time With God 


Morning devotions are hindered by 
a multiplicity of evening engagements. 
When Christian people stay out late for 
several evenings during the week, they 
cannot get up early enough to give time 
to prayer and Bible study and still get 
to work on time. Their bodies are tired, 
so they readily agree with friends who 
say they need more rest. But what is 
given up? It is to be feared that time 
alone with God at the beginning of the 
day is very often sacrificed for more 
time at night with others. This leads 
to haste in the morning, a bad start for 
the day, irritability, snap judgments, 
much fleshly activity, and _ so-called 
“hectic” days. Sanetified will power 
and self-discipline are needed, not 
merely to force the tired body out of bed 
in the cold and dark of the morning, but 
to say no, gracefully and kindly, to in- 
vitations for the evening. Balance is 
needed here, as in every other realm 
of the Christian life. Some social en- 
gagements are right and proper. All 
meetings at night cannot be avoided, 
for pastors, Sunday school teachers, and 


other Christian workers must get to- 
gether at intervals for conference; but 
it is not usually the regular meetings 
of the church and Sunday school that 
keep people out latest. Undoubtedly 
the carelessness of established Chris- 
tians in respect to their own personal 
prayer and Bible reading and com- 
munion with God, is one cause of the 
lack of growth in our churches, the few 
conversions, the meager attendance at 
midweek prayer meeting, the unmanage- 
ability of young people, and the short- 
ness of temper and vituperative lan- 
guage one sees and hears even among 
Christians. There can be no outward 
improvement unless we who know the 
Lord, resolutely and with an iron hand 
upon ourselves (not others), take time 
to be holy. 
“< 


Overlooking Defects 

When we look at our friends, what 
do we see? That depends a good deal 
on our own attitude. Two men were 
looking at some new Bibles. A cer- 


t 


tain volume looked very attractive to 
one of the men, but the other doubted 
its value, and then said, “I was look- 
ing only at the irhperfection.” The first 
man had not noticed a mistake in the 
printing and binding, but it was the duty 
of the other man to find such things, for 
he is in the business of Bible distribu- 
tion. There are other folks who must 
look for imperfections, such as doctors 
and proofreaders, but it is not the voca- 
tion of most of us, and we ought not 
to make it our avocation. Aside from 
real sin and moral defects, it is gener- 
ally possible to overlook peculiarities of 
personality, strange habits, and other 
little faults. It is trite to say that no 
one is perfect, but too often we talk 
and act as though we thought we were 
and expected others to be. But the 
balm that covers the surface blemishes 
in others, and the oil that prevents fric- 
tion is the genuine, God-given Christian 
love which is part of the fruit of the 
Spirit and is described in 1 Corinthians 
13. This kind of love can give us blind 
spots that hide our friends’ faults, and 
strong glasses to see their good points. 


Security 


HO can deny that there is a 
W dreadful sense of insecurity 
nowadays? And with good rea- 
son, for who can tell what a day will 
bring forth? Nor is this sense peculiar 
to one continent or to one hemisphere 
— it is universal. Anxiety and misgiv- 
ing lurk in hearts in every land. 
How happy, then, are those whose life 
is hid. with Christ in God! Who can 
gauge the security — whether felt or not 
—of those who have had their feet 
planted on the Rock of Ages which can 
never shake, whatever else may? In 
an old Bible left behind when its pil- 








‘Comfort for Dark Days 





“Behold my servant, whom I 
have chosen; . . . I will put my 
spirit upon him, and he shall shew 
judgment to the Gentiles” (Matt. 
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grim owner was called hence, there are 
treasured thoughts that comforted him 
—and they are just as precious today. 

In Deuteronomy 33 there are several 
such treasures—shall we explore and 
claim them? 

Moses is blessing the Israelites before 
leaving them, himself to climb Pisgah 
and be put to sleep by Jehovah Him- 
self. How those pilgrim people picture 
pilgrims of today! In the wilderness, 
with countless mercies behind them in 
spite of countless and unnecessary wan- 
derings, they were still precious because 
redeemed, and we learn in four short 
words, “He loved the people.” He loved 
them because He loved them, for they 
were not specially lovable; nor were we. 
We, redeemed by blood, are loved with 
an everlasting love by the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, as John’s Gos- 
pel tells us. And this love is the source 
of all the blessing that follows. Re- 
deemed because loved, and then loved 
because redeemed ! 

“All his saints are in thy hand.” This 


The Suday School Times — 


Copyright, 1946, by The Onto, School iene! ‘Times Co. Entered as second-class matter J 


‘ 


A 


’ 
; 
} 
| 








1046 (2) * 


is the security of the loved. But note 
the pronouns — His saints in Thy hand! 
What does it mean? John supplies an 
answer: “My sheep hear my voice,... 


and I give unto them eternal life; and’ 


they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand 
. » » no man is able to pluck them out 
of my Father’s hand. I and my Father 
are one.” His saints are His own, and 
are His Father’s equally. What secur- 
ity to be in that double grasp! As 
sheep they follow the Shepherd's voice; 
as saints they worship and trust the 
Father. 


Moses continues: “They sat down at 
thy feet; every one shall receive of thy 
words” — there. are no exceptions, for 
everyone needs a word of God to rely 
on and with which to answer the ac- 
cusing adversary; and words of God to 
turn to in stress, to cling to when all 
feeling, and well nigh all hope, fail in 
spiritual conflict. Bunyan’s melting ac- 
count of his conflict before (and even 
after) he found peace is related in 
“Grace Abounding.” Back and forth 
waxed the conflict, hotter and hotter, 
and Bunyan clung for dear life first to 
one word and then another as they were 
revealed to his tried soul by the Holy 
Spirit, till at last the word came: “Thy 
righteousness is in Heaven.” Yes, the 
assurance that Christ was his Right- 
eousness, out of reach of the tempter, 
impossible to be lost — that became Bun- 
yan’s sheet anchor. 


Mary “sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard 
his word”—this was leisured and un- 
broken fellowship, with the result that 
Mary ‘understood the Lord probably 
more than any other disciple did. She 
anointed His body for His burial before 
He died, for she knew He would rise 
from the dead. Deep had been her heart 
communion with the Lord, and He would 
not have it interrupted when Martha 
wanted her sister to help with unneces- 
sary fuss. This is the place of rest, and 
how hard—yes, impossible—it is to 
find rest anywhere else on earth! 

Then we are taught that Benjamin 
had a place of strength “between his 
shoulders.”” As the beloved of the Lord, 
this was his blessing. It is the tired 
sheep that is carried home on the shep- 
herd’s shoulders—and he carries it 
home. He never abandons it; He faint- 
eth not neither is weary. He says, “I 
have made, and I will bear” (carry). 
Oh! here is a word for the old and 
weary pilgrims— Safe, Covered, Car- 
ried (Deut. 33:12). To vary the figure, 
“underneath are the everlasting arms” — 
no need to struggle, or climb; rest down 
into the comfort He is providing. 

Note how utterly and wholly un- 
worthy the people were to whom these 
great and precious promises were given. 
God took the initiative throughout, as 
He always does when He deals in grace. 
He had called Abram from idolatry to 
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pilgrimage and had increasingly re- 
vealed Himself, till Abraham learned to 
trust against all appearances, to obey 
at all cost, to reckon on God. He died 
in faith that every promise would be 
fulfilled in God’s time — and some await 
fulfillment still. But fhe Covenant stands, 
and will be fulfilled to the letter. Time 
passed. Isaac lived his pastoral life; 
Jacob had his many vicissitudes till he 
became Israel (a prophet); and then 
there came into the succession unbeliev- 
ing tribes, tribes that died in the wil- 
derness because of their unbeiief, the 
only two survivors who left Egypt as 
adults being Joshua and Caleb. Yet to 
the sons of those whose graves were in 
the desert were given the inestimably 
precious promises we have been con- 
sidering. Truly we may say with an 

old writer: 
That Thou should’st love a worm like me, 
And be the God Thou art, 


Is darkness to my intellect, 
But gladness to my heart ! 


God's Appointment 
(A Message for Israel) 
By Margaret Winifred Richards 


“I will gather you from . . . the countries 
where ye have been scattered.’’-—Ezek. 1]:17, 
R.V. 
97TXIS blazoned on the page of time 

In letters bathed in blood; 
*Tis writ upon the hearts of men 
By the mighty hand of God. 
Its words His own—they cannot lie— 
And o’er the sad world’s broken cry 
They speak today anew — 
“Oh, My people, I will gather you.” 


On weary feet they wander far — 
No ease, no comfort know; 

With trembling hearts and failing eyes, 
In sorrow and in woe, 

By fears beset, they spend their days, 

God’s name profane, nor heed His grace — 
And yet His Word stands true — 
“Oh, My people, I will gather you.” 


Hated and cursed by every race, 
By few men deemed a friend, 
They tread an ever-narrowing road 
Unto the journey’s end. 
“Though scattered far at My behest, 
From north, from south, from east and 
west —” 
God’s Word, unsullied, true, — 
“Oh, My people, I will gather you.” 


The morn is gone, high noon is past — 
The day-is now far spent; 
Dark, dark the night that settles down — 
Their feet are homeward bent. 
Before the impending storm they fly 
But fail upon the darkening sky 
The flaming words to view -- 
“Oh, My people, I will gather you.” 
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Notes on Open Letters 
The Problem of Suicide and 


Judas Iscariot 


I enjoyed reading your two brief 
and “to the point” answers in “Notes 
on Open Letters” fovnd on page 2 
of the October 5, 1946, issue of THE 
Sunpay ScHooL TIMEs. 

I would like to ask you what your 
opinion is regarding the souls of those 
who take their own life, say, for in- 
stance, one who does it because of a 
nervous condition due to high blood 
pressure or because of fear of tumor 
on the brain. 

And do you believe that Judas’s soul 
was saved? He must have repented 
of his sin, must he not? Or would 
the were act itself condemn the soul? 

I shall greatly appreciate your re- 
plies to these questions—A New York 
reader. 


To my mind, it is inconceivable that 
a Christian can commit suicide when he 
is in his right mind. Of course, only 
“the Lord knoweth them that are his,” 
but I think I have known of real Chris- 
tians who took their own lives during 
a mental lapse. At any rate, the Scrip- 
tures definitely teach that one who is 
truly born again cannot again be lost. 

Judas was never saved. He was al- 
ways “a devil” and “the son of perdi- 
tion,” according to the testimony of the 
Lord Himself (John 6:70; 17:12). In 
Matthew 27:3 it is recorded that he “re- 
pented himself,” which means that he 
changed his mind; but his remorse was 
unavailing, for it was on the night of his 
betrayal of the Lord that the Lord Him- 
self declared in the prayer of John 17 
that Judas was lost (v. 12).—William L. 
Pettingill. we 


Providing the Times for Teachers 


In the Times for August 17 a letter 
was published from a member of a 
school called the Berean Interdenomina- 
tional Sunday School, where the school 
provides an annual subscription to the 
Times for the superintendent. The Edi- 
tors suggested that “other Sunday 
schools might be in a position to supply 
the Times not only to their superin- 
tendent, but to the other officers and 
teachers,” and called attention to the 
club subscription rate, at which sub- 
scriptions in lots of five or more may be 
obtained at $1.75 each for the year. 
Here is a letter from a school that has 
been following a plan of this kind: 
The officers, teachers, and mission- 
aries of our Sunday school, the Grace 
Mennonite Sunday School of Lans- 
ale, Pa., have been receiving a sub- 
scription to your paper since the latter 
part of May, 1930. Our Sunday school 
was opened on the first Sunday of 
January, 1930, and as both our first 
pastor’s club (from a former corigre- 
gation), and my own individual sub- 
scription expired with the same issue, 
we expected to organize a club among 
our own officers and teachers. Our 


(Continued on page 1062) 
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The Bundle of Life 
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ll. Living bread 


ATING, whether at home or abroad 

in the land, has been a source of 

irritation to most people during 
the war years. My pet “peeve” when 
eating out was the necessity of being 
seated with strangers in crowded res- 
taurants — until it occurred to me that 
I could not have asked for a more direct 
answer to my prayers for opportunities 
to win souls for my Master. 

One evening, when I was hurrying 
through a meal in order not to be late 
for prayer meeting, an attractive woman 
was seated opposite me. She studied 
the menu up and down, finally asking 
if what I had ordered was edible, light- 
ing a cigarette as she spoke. I replied 
politely, but I must confess with no 
idea of carrying the conversation very 
far: “It’s edible, but that’s about all. 
I hope you will excuse me if I seem in 
a hurry. I’m playing for prayer meet- 
ing tonight, and haven’t much time.” 

She looked interested, but said no 
more till she had ordered. Then she 
remarked: “I’m studying Unity — have 
been for three years. Do you know 
anything about it?” 

“Yes,” I replied promptly, “I know 
all about it, and it’s as dead wrong as 
it can be.” 


“Why Do You Feel As You Do?” 


I was suddenly deepily concerned for 
my “chance” companion, and though I 
had smiled to take the sting out of my 
words, she knew how seriously I meant 
it. For a long moment she considered 
what I had said, then asked quietly: 
“Would you mind telling me why? You 
have profoundly disturbed me, you seem 
so sure. I want to know just why you 
feel as you do about Unity.” 

“I can’t tell you now, but if you are 
going to be in town, perhaps we can 
meet and talk later,” I said, gathering 
up my check. “Where are you staying?” 

She named the hotel where she would 
be for a few days, and we arranged to 
meet. 

The next day, questions were asked 
and answered for an hour or two. She 
insisted that Unity was founded strictly 
on the Bible. I asked: “Do you have 
a Bible with you? If Unity is based on 
the Bible, then the Bible must be the 
more important. Are you reading it at 
least as much as the books you claim 
are based on it?” 

She hesitated. “I haven’t a leg to 
stand on,” she sighed weakly, as though 
the breath had been knocked out of her. 
“I suppose I have a Bible somewhere, 
but I don’t know where.” 

At last I said: “I’m going to leave 


By LUCILE ENLOW 


What would you say if your com- 
panion at a restaurant table told 
you she was studying Unity? How 
would you begin a _ conversation 
about the true Gospel? You may be 
surprised at the approach Mrs. 
Enlow followed in such a case. This 
is the second of her articles telling 
of experiences in personal work. 
The third and concluding article 
will appear next week. 








you my Bible and take your Unity books, 
You study the Bible and I’ll study Unity 
tonight. Then we will compare our 
findings tomorrow.” 

Again we met, I, prepared to show her, 
page and sentence, the insidious error 
of this most pernicious cult. But that 
time I never got to open her books at 
all. She took them out of my hands 
as I entered, saying, “Let’s hide them 
till I can find a place to make a good 
bonfire of them. I never want to see 
them again. I don’t see how I ever 
could have thought they had anything 
in common with the Bible.” 

Thrilled and happy in my heart, I 
prayed silently for ways to establish 
her in the faith. I invited her to meet 
me at church Sunday morning, which 
she promised to do, and planned to give 


_her a Bible. 


A plan of Bible-giving that God had 
blessed in a remarkable manner had 
grown out of the frequent checks I re- 
ceived from my boys for use in the 
Lord’s work. Instead of cheap ones, 
I had given a number of beautiful, ex- 
pensive Bibles with lovely, soft leather 
and good print, the name of the new 6r 
prospective convert in gold on the cover. 
In each case I could tell how the Lord 
had led in its purchase so that hearts 
were touched deeply and the value of 
the Word of God was emphasized. 

So now I was praying definitely for 
such a Bible, knowing how rarely they 
came in to the store that my niece was 
manager of, and aware that my funds 
for such purposes were nil at the time. 

Early in the morning, although my 
niece did not know of the special need, 
she called me to say that she had just 
received one Bible, so expensive that 
she was afraid to quote the price. Did 
I want it? I thanked God and told her 
to hold it for me. An hour later came 
the mail with a letter from my youngest 
boy, a thin, muddy note from the bat- 
tlefields of France. It contained a money 
order for forty dollars, half of it to be 
used for “a Bible or anything you need 
for the Lord’s work.” 
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Besides my joy in being thus guided 
to what would otherwise have seemed 
an unwarranted extravagance, there was 
the cozy little feeling that my boy was 
a working partner, still listening to the 
voice of God in those far-away places. 

I hurried down to buy the Lord’s gift 
to my dear new friend, and was just 
able to have the name put on before 
the engraver closed up for the week- 
end. 

All these steps were related as I pre- 
sented this beautiful copy of the Word 
of God to the one for whom He intended* 
it. There was nothing she could do but 
cry over it, hold it reverently, and re- 
solve to carry it with her wherever she 
went, to read and cherish and obey. 

Sunday morning she came to church, 
and if I had Been able to tell the whole 
story to our pastor, he could not have 
preached a sermon more perfectly fitted 
to her case. I was thankful I had said 
nothing to him. In accordance with his 
invariable custom, he gave a simple, 
direct, altar call, and I could feel the 
struggle going on beside me. 

After a pause, I whispered, “Would 
you like to have me go with you to the 
altar?” 

She replied, “Yes, please do,” and 
we were soon kneeling thé¢re together, 
the pastor talking to her as a kindly 
friend, she weeping out a heart full of 
repentance, changed in a moment to the 
joy of salvation. 

We went to lunch together, and I 
wondered what effect her decision would 
have on her smoking. Very quiet and 
subdued, she lit a cigarette as usual, 
took two half-hearted puffs, and put it 
out. 


“I Can’t Stand It Any More” 


That afternoon, she called me up. “Can 
you spare me a little time before church 
tonight? I have something to tell you.” 

Of course I could, and the first thing 
she said when we met was, “I’ve quit 
smoking.” 

I asked: “Why have you quit? I 
haven’t said a word about smoking.” 

She replied with a fervor that de- 
lighted me, “No, I know you haven't 
said a word to me about it, but I could 
feel you praying about it till I can’t 
stand it any more.” 

But my rejoicing over so much ground 
gained in so short a time was prema- 
ture. The enemy of her soul and the 
souls of others involved in her surren- 
der did not let her go so easily, and 
after many fruitless struggles she is still 
smoking. 

We had arranged to meet at Daytona 
Beach for a week on her return from 
Miami, as it was in her business itiner- 
ary, not far from my home. There we 
studied the Word, prayed together, and 
spent many wonderful hours by the sea- 
shore—a good preface for the letters 
that followed. Her last tells of another 
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step taken that assures me of final vic- 
tory in answer to the constant burden 
of prayer for her. 


She writes: “The Holy Spirit checks 
me up about all sorts of things I for- 
merly did as a matter of course. I have 
always read trashy magazines like a 
veritable dope fiend. Now He won't 
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let me. There is much still to be done 
in me, but He hasn’t given me up.” 

Indeed He hasn’t given her-up, and 
neither have I. Till Christ be fully 
formed in her, there is a deep need for 
heartfelt intercession that I can supply, 
by His grace. 

(To be concluded) 


Evolution’s Astonishing “ Explanations” 


And how they tax the credulity of even the most favorably inclined persons 


N THE discussion of evolutionary 
literature, we have been looking at 
the very recent bookw—‘“Meet Your 
Ancestors,” 1 by Roy Chapman Andrews 
I have drawn your attention to his very 
confident assertion that there is “incon- 
trovertible proof” of man’s close rela- 
tionship with the great apes. Before 
we take up further certain lines of in- 
vestigation suggested by this author, I 
would like you to know more about the 
story he tells of the amazing transfor- 
mation from ape to man. If you enjoy 
fairy tales, you will be fascinated with 
his legendary recital. I shall make brief 
extracts and later will comment on them. 
He writes (p. 6): “The main stem of 
our family tree goes back to a group 
of giant apes known as the ‘dryo- 
pithecids.’ These were the sort of beasts 
from which the gorilla, chifnpanzee, 
orangutan, gibbon, and ‘man probably 
developed . . . real apes, but apes with 
human possibilities. ... They lived 
. something like one to fifteen mil- 
lion years ago... 

“The Forest Ape was big—almost as 
large as a modern man. The teeth and 
fragmentary jaws are all that we have 
of him except a slender thigh bone 
which . . . suggests that he progressed 
through the trees by swinging from one 
branch to another. The gibbons, orang- 
utans, and chimpanzees travel that way 
—‘brachiation’ it is called . 

“All our anthropoid cousins swing by 
their arms in moving through the trees 

. natural to Ancestor Forest Ape. 
Moreover, it had an important bearing 
on the fundamental changes which en- 
abled man eventually te walk erect on 
his own hind feet.” 

As this change from a four-legged 
animal, walking horizontally, to a two- 
legged human, walking vertically, is 
such a tremendous modification of struc- 
ture, it is necessary to spend a little 
thought on it. 

This author presents an astonishing 
explanation, which, I am certain, must 
tax the credulity of even the most fav- 
orably inclined individual. As an illus- 





1The quotations in this article from ‘Meet 
Your Ancestors,”” by Roy Chapman Andrews, 
are used with the permission of the copy- 
right owners and publishers, The Viking 
Press, New York 17. 


By ARTHUR |. BROWN, M.D., F.R.C.S. 


tration of delightful but unconscious 
humor, it equals anything that has seen 
the light of day. As he describes it, 
here it is: 

“The brachiating apes actually devel- 
oped the upright posture while still liv- 
ing in the trees.” And now please get 
this next point! “Hanging by the arms 
strengthened the body and produced in- 
ternal adjustments.” Now, I would like 
to understand this. If anyone anywhere 
can tell me how hanging by the arms, 
could possibly strengthen the body, and 
produce “internal adjustments” causing 
the ape to conform to human structure, 
I shall be very glad to learn more of 
this extraordinary result. Frankly, it 
is an absolutely impossible operation, 
as anyone can see. 

The great anatomist, Vialleton, once 
wrote that, for this to happen —that is 
—the change from horizontal to verti- 
eal, would involve a change in almost 
every bone and muscle in the body — 
an utter impossibility, anatomically. 
This profound alteration in the ape’s 
anatomy required, Andrews says, more 
than six million years. And then he 
writes with artless naiveté: “What 
happened to his body is plain for all to 
see. The way in which it happened I 
shall not discuss. It would require a 


volume of its own.” And there, in the | 


language of colloquialism—he said 
something !. The fact is so plain— but 
how it could possibly be brought about 
would require a large volume to ex- 
plain, and I’m sure the explanation 
would require much explaining also! 
And this passes for science! 

Presently we shall see exactly what 
these necessary changes were, but now 
let us go back to his story: “When the 
group of ancestral Forest Apes began 
to increase in size . . . it became diffi- 
cult for them to swing fast or far 
enough through the trees to meet the 
demands of food . . . the ground pro- 
duced more berries, more fruit, roots, 
grubs, and a variety of crawling things. 
. |. Moreover, sleeping in a tree was 
not too comfortable. ... So to the ground 
they went.” 

These things are passing strange. First 
not enough food—although for mil- 
lions of years, taking their own calcu- 
lation of time, they had experienced 
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no trouble in feeding themselves; sec- 
ondly, they found —after many millen- 
niums of comfortable repose in the 
branches—that the ground was more 
restful as a sleeping place. But it could 
not have been so safe, surely, if that 
was a factor in their planning. 

And there is more of the same or 
worse! “But to dig for grubs under logs 
and stones, to catch insects.or small 
running animals, his hands must be free. 
Thus more and more often did he stand 
erect and a new world opened before 
his eyes.” 

I beg of you now to notice carefully 
this rich bit of information: ‘To direct 
his hands, his brain developed, or the 
development of his brain caused him to 
use his hands; which it was is immate- 
rial.” 

At this point I must take exception 
to the casual dismissal of this wonder- 
ful accomplishment. There are two 
possibilities here. One is that his brain 
developed, and caused him to use his 
hands. Think of what we are asked to 
swallow. For millions of years these 
apes had been happy and satisfied with 
their size and their life in the trees. 
They knew nothing about a hand and 
its usefulness, in fact, did not need it 
at all. Then something happened — the 
brain develops, whether in size or keen- 
ness we are not told. But this newly 


‘developed brain sensing the possibil- 


ity of improvement, “caused him to use 
his hands” which he did not possess! 
We are surely getting beyond our depth. 
Isn’t evolution wonderful ! 

The developed brain (how long did 
it take to develop and what was the 
cause?) must have impressed the need 
for this change on the ape’s conscious- 
ness. If we think of the brain in terms 
of the mind — the substance of the brain 
is not the mind—does not the mind, 
whatever it may be, use the brain?-Well, 
anyhow, the brain talks to the ape, and 
says: “Buddy, you ought to have two 
hands and two feet instead of four feet. 
We will have to work on your front 
big toe, elongate it, draw it over to the 
second toe, strap it down there, and 
convert the front» feet into hands, etc., 
ete.” Awfully silly, isn’t it? 

And Mr. Andrews continues: 

“Thus more and more often did he 
stand erect and a new world opened be- 
fore his eyes. .. . He became a ground 
ape ... walking and running on two 
feet and sitting erect even as you and I. 
. .. That growing brain . . . impelled 
him to shape rocks and pieces of wood 
into implements for his use . . . he had 
grasped the lowest rung on the human 
ladder. 

“Dispensing with the forelimbs in loco- 
motion . . . was made possible only by 


the development of a foot capable of 
supporting the entire body’s weight. 
The ape foot was transformed into a 
human foot, which has lost the power 
of grasping, by drawing the big toe 
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toward the other toes and later being 
tied to them by the shortening of the 
connective tissue lying on the web be- 
tween the great toe and the other digits. 
It was transformed also by the increase 
of the supporting surface of the heel 
and the development of a plantar arch.” 

One of the basic tenets of science to- 
day is that acquired characters cannot 
be transmitted. In addition to the mani- 
fest absurdity of the entire fantastic 
description, there is this impassable 
barrier. For the sake of agument let 
us accept the impossible, and grant that 
one generation of apes could, in some 
unknown and really miraculous way, 
begin to change a toe into a thumb, 
and remember that the process is said 
to have required a minimum of six 
million years. How much change would 
the first generation of human-minded, 
hand-minded apes be able to accomplish? 
If they could accomplish anything, how- 
ever small, their descendants would 
certainly be born without the changes 
the parents had been able to bring about. 
The children would be under the neces- 
sity.of beginning all over again, and 
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so would every generation of apes. This 
means that the changes enumerated 
could never be brought about, no mat- 
ter how urgent that wonderful “devel- 
oping” brain might be. The whole 
imaginary process is the nth degree of 
ridiculous absurdity. 

A most effective refutation of the the- 
ory of evolution is to hold it up for in- 
spection as has just been done, it seems to 
me. And in the next article, the exam- 
ination will be continued. Would you 
not like to know how the tail of the 
ape was lost? It’s a stirring tale! 

For a moment, turn to something 
magnificently different. I read in Psalm 
104:24, “O Lord, how manifold are thy 
works! In wisdom hast thou made them 
all: the earth is full of thy riches.” 
That is the Bible’s answer to the 
vagaries of evolution, which seeks to 
discredit God and makes of the Lord 
Jesus Christ nothing more than a de- 
scendant from an ape ancestry. But 
we know in whom we have believed 
and are “not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ”: (Rom. 1:16). 


Victoria, B. C. 


Israel’s Travail in Returning to the Land 


The plight of thousands of Jews who are seeking to return in spite of restrictions 


“By THOMAS A. LAMBIE, M.D. 


Earlier articles by Dr. Lambie have told of his preparations for a new 

work among the Palestinian Jews, undertaken under the supervision of 

The Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions. This fourth 
article will be followed shortly by others. 


T IS usually harder to get back into 

God’s will than it is to leave it. The 
return is beset with thorns. We go 
down to Egypt in wagons as Jacob and 
his children did, but getting back to 
the Promised Land means very often a 
long, hard, desert journey. The Chil- 
dren of Israel sighed many a sigh and 
shed many a tear before they saw the 
Promised Land again. 

Today it is very similar. Trains, ships, 
and airplanes have almost abolished 
distance, but not for the homeward- 
bound Jew. To get to Palestine is an 
all-but-impossible task. 

For a few years after World War I, 
the Jews were permitted entrance with- 
out quotas or restrictions, and things 
went well for a time. The numbers 
who came in were not large at first. 
The Zionist movement had not yet cap- 
tured the imagination of any great num- 
bers of Jews and hopes ran high that 
as readjustments were made in Europe, 
following the war, their condition there 
would improve. 

The rise of Nazism and anti-Semitism 
completely changed the picture, and in 
ever-increasing numbers they left Eu- 
rope to seek entrance into Palestine. 
The rigid American immigration quota 


laws made it impossible for any but a 
few to enter America. 

At first they were welcomed into the 
Holy Land, but as their numbers in- 
creased and their higher level of living 
and culture became evident, opposition 
grew and previous welcomes were re- 
placed by resistance which became in- 
creasingly bitter and hostile. Eventually 
the gates were closed, and from a quota 
of 2,000 monthly permitted legally to 
enter, entrances were decreased to nil. 
As a mere sop, 1,500 are now permitted 
to enter, but as the numbers who enter 
illegally are subtracted from this num- 
ber the legal entries are quite few. 

The hopes of the Zionists were tre- 
mendously increased by the Balfour 
Declaration of November 2, 1917, which 
read as follows: “I have much pleasure 
in conveying to you on behalf of His 
Majesty’s Government the following 
declaration of sympathy with the Jewish 
Zionist aspirations, which has been sub- 
mitted to and approved by the Cabinet. 

“His Majesty’s Government view with 
favour the establishment in Palestine 
of a National Home for the Jewish peo- 
ple, and will use their best endeavours 
to facilitate the achievement of this ob- 
ject, it being clearly understood that 
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nothing shall be done which may preju- 
dice the civil and religious rights of 
existing non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine, or the rights and political 
status enjoyed ky Jews in any other 
country. 

“I should be grateful if you would 
bring this Declaration to the knowledge 
of the Zionist Federation.” 

This declaration was with the full ap- 
proval of President Wilson and the 
American Government. To a large ex- 
tent this declaration was intended to 
influence favorably Jewish, and par- 
ticularly Zionist, groups in all coun- 
tries, and it did do so. 

Professor Chaim Weismann had been 
consulted by Lloyd George about a 
speedy way to make acetone, an essen- 
tial in the production of high explosives. 
The lack of acetone was causing the 
defeat of the Allied cause which seemed 
at that time to be pretty desperate. The 
Jewish chemist performed a miracle in 
inventing a new and speedy method for 
making acetone in a very short time 
and the tide of battle turned at once. 
He was offered any reward he might 
ask, but, forsaking any personal favor, 
he asked only for Palestine for the Jews. 

There was a high tide of enthusiasm 
everywhere when the Balfour Declara- 
tion was made public. Christians were 
delighted. 

The change that has taken place since 
then in refusing admittance to all but 
the merest trickle of settlers has de- 
pressed the Zionist leaders and has led 
to deplorable atrocities on the part of 
Jewish terrorists who should know that 
terrorism is always wrong and usually 
defeats itself. 

The plight of the thousands of Jews who 
are still persecuted in Europe today, 
while not so desperate as under Hitler, 
is still bad enough. During the Hitler 
and pre-Hitler regime many piteous 
attempts were made to enter Palestine 
illegally. Some of these are still taking 
place and sometimes succeed after pay- 
ing a big price. 

A hitherto unpublished description of 
one such attempt, which will represent 
the sufferings of thousands, has fallen 
into my hands. It is a grim picture 
which for stark misery can hardly be 
equalled. It is, partially, as follows: 

“One day we were told that a com- 
pany was arranging a ship for Pales- 
tine. It was an expensive business and 


dangerous. But, then, on the other end 
was Palestine. We decided to take the 
chance. 


“We were told to prepare food for 
three weeks and to take luggage not 
exceeding ten kilos (21 lbs.). The ship- 
ment of persons was to total 750 souls. 

“Finally we set out. The congestion 
on the train was fearful — fifteen of us 
in a compartment built for eight and 
our luggage with us besides. But we 
were quite cheerful. Soon we would 
be on board ship and at the end of the 
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trip was redemption! Away from this 
purgatory called Europe! 

“We were getting closer to the sea. 
The nearer we came, the more our num- 
bers grew; the government through 
whose territory we were passing per- 
mitted us right of way only on condition 
that we take away their ‘undesirables,’ 
narnely, Jewish refugees who had been 
shut up in prison and whom they could 
not get rid of in any other way. Need- 
less to say, we took them along. They 
were some sixty-odd souls. 

“These unfortunates had drunk the 
cup of misery to the dregs. Compared 
to them we were lords. True, we were 
homeless, we were hunted, but our 
clothes were still clean, our eyes still 
undulled. Only a short while ago, we 
had been respectable citizens, many of 
us even prominent, and we all carried 
the hope that there in Palestine, once 
we breathed the air of freedom, we 
should again lead normal lives. 

“But these poor wretches were rag- 
ged and dirty, the pallor of the prison 
was on their faces, the horror of de- 
spair in their eyes. We looked at them, 
and we could scarcely refrain from 
weeping. These were our brothers. The 
train crawled along as though the tracks 
were smeared with pitch. We burned 
with impatience and anxiety. To the 
sea, to the ship, before we, too, take 
on the hue of these our brethren! 

“Finally, after an eternity, we got 
to the ship. It was a 2,000-ton® vessel, 
dilapidated, dirty, villainous. How one 
could pack in 750 human beings (in- 
cluding 250 women and 15 children) in 
this floating tomb was more than I could 
imagine, but it was done. We slept on 
shelves, one on top of the other. Sacks 
filled with straw took the place of mat- 
tresses. There was no room to turn 
around; if a man went to sleep on his 
left side, there he remained even if his 
body ached with cramp. There was not a 
breath of air moving. It was the rainy 
season; everything was covered and the 
rankness was overpowering. Two make. 
shift toilets were set up on deck. You 
can imagine the line... 

“On the third day we came to a port; 
some more refugees got on. In this port 
we remained two days. After we left, 
a storm began to rage. We were all 
sick, without exception. Nobody moved 
from the spot—we could not’ because 
of the rocking . . . the rest is indescrib- 
able. After 36 hours of storm we got to 
another port and cast anchor. 

“Here we remained for five days, re- 
fueled, and took on fresh water for 
drinking; for washing, salt water was 
good enough. We were given orders 
to pool all food supplies in a common 
storeroom since the batch of new refu- 
gees, 100 or more, had brought nothing 
with them, and we could not let them 
starve. Incidentally, we were told that 
in another few days we would be landed 
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in Palestine; we were then just a fort- 
night afloat. 

“Already, on the tenth day out, some- 
thing unpleasant had happened. One of 
the passengers, a middle-aged refugee 
from Vienna, who had come on board 
with his wife (they seemed to be well- 
to-do), had been taken ill. They re- 
moved him to the captain’s room, but 
his fever rose, and in twenty-four hours 
he was dead. They threw him over- 
board in the dead of the night. Few of 
us realized what had happened, but two 
days later another passenger was 
stricken. He was a young man, but 
exhausted and emaciated. He was or- 
thodox, too, and would not eat any food 
that was not prepared according to the 
ritual laws; and that added to his trou- 
bles. He also died; then a third took 
ill. He also died. 

“A week went by. We drifted about 
interminably, and then another week 
was gone. We were close to the shore 
of Palestine. We could almost distin- 
guish figures on the shore, and our 
hearts burst with longing to be there. 

“Suddenly an airplane appeared, fly- 
ing low, almost over our heads. The 
captain turned on full speed and turned 
for the open sea. : 

“Four days we drifted. Our food and 
drinking water were exhausted. An- 
other passenger took ill. Same symp- 
toms as the others. Only then did we 
realize that there was an epidemic of 
meningitis on board. We were panic- 
stricken... 

“The coal supply began to run low. 
The captain looked for a port where 
he might refuel. A whole day this ship 
sailed around a harbor and was not 
given permission. ... For nine weeks 
we drifted! 

“When one day the order was given 
to get out the oars, we were sure at 
last that we were to disembark, but 
we were mistaken. . . . We were in- 
formed that a sinking boat had been 
sighted and that we were to go to the 
rescue. Sure enough, she hove in sight, 
a fair-sized vessel stuck on a reef. We 
drew close and here she was, another 
boat with refugees now busily engaged 
in rescuing their meager belongings, 
another cargo of lost souls, whom we 
had no doubt passed in the night some 
days previously. How we took on these 
people and what happened after that 
until we finally landed is a long story 
which I shall continue the next time 
we meet. 

“That, my friend, is the story of a 
refugee. God save me from such a trip. 
And if you ask why—why, in spite 
of all this, we keep on coming, the 


_answér is — Palestine.” 


From other sources I have heard of 
these old decrepit ships, barely able to 
navigate, gaping seams stopped with 
putty, portholes made of flimsy window 
glass so that the metal covers had to 


(Continued on page 1060) 
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Archaeological Side Lights: 
On the lesson for December 1 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 
Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


The Silver Shrines for Diana 


URING Paul’s ministry at Ephesus, 

which lasted at least two years 
(Acts 19:10), a “great number of peo- 
ple were led to the Lord. These newly 
saved people gave up their worship of 
the goddess Diana and no longer had 
any desire to buy the little shrines of 
the goddess which were made by the 
local silversmiths. This situation greatly 
aroused the local “labor union” of sil- 
versmiths, and they were called together 
by Demetrius to consider the situation 
(Acts 19:24, 25). 


Archaeological discoveries made in the 
excavations at Ephesus have given in- 
teresting light on the “silver shrines for 
Diana” (Acts 19:24). Cobern points 
out 1 that these shrines were not only 
statuettes of the deity, but were prob- 
ably model representations of the tem- 
ple which were dedicated to Diana as 
offerings, possibly kept in the houses 
of her worshipers or in other cases 
placed in the graves of dead relatives. 
Almost all of the silver shrines and 


‘statuettes of Diana have disappeared. 


It is likely that they were carried away 
when the temple was captured, being 
made of precious metal. In the temple 
ruins, however, some terra-cotta images 
were discovered, representing Diana as 
seated with a child in ‘her arms. Shrines 
also still exist that show her seated in 
a niche, usually holding a tambourine 
in one hand and a cup in the other. 
One silver shrine of the goddess Diana, 
such as mentioned in Acts 19, is in the 
possession of the British Museum, but 
it did not come from Ephesus.2 


The Temple of Diana 


EMETRIUS pointed out to the gather- 

ing of silversmiths that not only 
was their trade in danger, but that the 
temple of the great goddess Diana, lo- 
cated at Ephesus, would be despised 
(Acts 19:27). The temple of Diana was 
one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient 
world. The discovery of this temple 
is one of the thrilling chapters of archae- 
ological research during the last hun- 
dred years, and affords us interesting 
light for the background of the nine- 
teenth chapter of Acts. 

J. T. Wood began looking for the re- 
mains of the temple of Diana in May, 
1863, but it was six years later, in May, 
1869, when he actually found the en- 





1C. M. Cobern, “The New Archaeological 


Discoveries,” New York, Funk and Wagnalls. 
ninth edition, 1929, p. 479. 
2Ibid., p. 479. 


(Continued on page 1061) 

















Lesson for December 1 


LESSON 9. DECEMBER 1. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES | * (7) 
A LETTER ON CHRISTIAN LIVING 


1051 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 19:1 to 20:1; Ephesians; printed text, Acts 19:23-30; Ephesians 6:13-18 
Golden Text.—Finally, . . . be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.—Eph. 6:10 


Kine James VERSION 


Acts 19:23 And the same time there arose no small stir about 
that way. 

24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which 
made silver shrines for Diana, brought no small gain unto the 
craftsmen; 

25 Whom he called together with the workmen of like occupa- 
tion, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our 
wealth. 

26 Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but 
almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned 
away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made 
with hands: 

27 So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at 
nought; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana 
should be despised, and her magnificence should be destroyed, 


caught Gaius and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, Paul's com- 
panions in travel, they rushed with one accord into the theatre. 

30 And when Paul would have entered in unto the people, 
the disciples suffered him not. 


Eph. 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. 

14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 

15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace; 

1§ Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 

17°And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God: 

18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication 








whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. 


28 And when they heard these sayings, they were full of wrath, 
and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 


for all saints. 


29 And the whole city was filled with confysion: and having 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


FTER evangelizing in Macedonia 
A and Achaia, and_ establishing 

» churches in Philippi, Thessa- 
lonica, Berea, Corinth, and possibly 
other cities, Paul and his companions 
made their way back to Antioch and 
there reported to the church the prog- 
ress of the Gospel. Thus his second 
missionary journey had come to an end 
(Acts 18:22, 23). Shortly after this, the 
apostle started forth upon his third, and 
last journey prior to‘his arrest in Jeru- 
salem. Apollos, “an eloquent man, and 
mighty in the [Jewish] scriptures” 
(Acts 18:24),‘had been led into fuller 
light through Priscilla and Aquila at 
Ephesus. He left there and passed over 
to Corinth, where he was received as a 
teacher of the new fdith and where he 
gave valuable ministry of an edifying 
character. While he was still laboring 
there, Paul, after visiting various places 
between Antioch and Ephesus, came to 
the latter city and contacted the group 
of Apollos’ disciples and was used of 
God to lead them into clear Gospel light. 
He remained there three years, and a 
great work of God resulted from his 
.testimony. From there he sent Timothy 
and Erastus over to Macedonia, while 
he remained in Ephesus. It was at this 
time the incident occurred in connec- 
tion with Demetrius and the silver 
shrines for Diana. 


The Historical Setting 


The events recorded in Acts 19 took 
place during a period of some three and 
a half years, from A.D. 54 to 58. They 
were some of the most fruitful years 
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of Paul’s long ministry. The letter to 
the church in Ephesus was written from 
Rome during his imprisonment, about 
A.D. 62 or 63. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 19:23.—“There arose no small 
stir about that way.” This was the 
name given to the Christian message 
in the beginning. It was designated the 
“way,” becayse it purported to show the 
true way of life. So great had been its 
victories, as recorded in verses 11 to 
22, and so many had been converted that 
it affected greatly the trade in images 
of Diana, the mother-goddess of Ephe- 
sus. This led to a protest on the part 
of the silversmiths, whose business was 
falling off. 


Verse 24.—“Demetrius, a silversmith, 
which made silver shrines for Diana.” 
Diana, the moon goddess, was worshiped 
by the pagan populace of Ephesus with 
fanatical fervor. Visitors to the cities 
as well as residents bought the silver 
images made by Demetrius and others 
and cherished them for idolatrous use. 
It is easy to see how this illicit business 
enriched its producers, and how the Gos- 
pel made serious inroads on their ill- 
gotten gains, and so produced bitter dis- 
content and enmity in their hearts. 


Verse 25.—“By this craft we have our 
wealth.” Touch a man’s pocketbook and 
you touch his heart. Moved by covet- 
ousness, Demetrius had little difficulty in 
stirring up the indignation of his fel- 
low craftsmen against Paul and the Gos. 
pel that he preached. 

Verse 26—“This Paul hath . . 
turned away much people, saying that 
they be no gods, which are made with 
hands.” Nothing could be truer than 
this charge against the apostle (Acts 17: 
29; 1 Cor. 10:19, 20), and probably no 
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one realized the truthfulness of what 
Paul taught more than Demetrius and 
his associates, who must often have 
chuckled contemptuously at the supersti- 
tion of their customers, who would ven- 
erate a bit of silver which they them- 
selves had fashioned into an idol: 


Verse 27.—“Our craft is in danger to 
be set at nought.” This is ever the cry 
of the charlatan, who endeavors to en- 
rich himself by preying upon the fears 
and superstitions of mankind. The 
clear light of the Gospel reveals all 
these deceitful cults as they really are 
and sets men free from their baneful in- 
fluence, so that they no longer pour their 
money into the coffers of the deceivers 
who have no concern whatever about 
the souls of their dupes, but whose 
covetous practices (2 Pet. 2:3) cry aloud 
for judgment. They love the wages of 
unrighteousness and resent any inter- 
ference with their unholy gains. 


Verse 28—“Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians.” Wrought up to frenzy by 
the speech of Demetrius, the fanatical 
mob shouted their acclamation of the 
goddess whose image (a large black 
meteorite) was supposed to have fallen 
down from Heaven and in whose honor 
a great temple, one of the Seven Won- 
ders of the ancient world, had been 
built at Ephesus. 


Verse 29.—“Having caught Gaius and 
Aristarchus, men of Macedonia.” These 
were two Macedonian converts men- 
tioned elsewhere in Scripture (Acts 20: 
4; 27:2; Col. 4:10) who sometimes ac- 
companied Paul on his missionary tours. 
The Ephesian mob laid hold on them 
when unable to apprehend the apostle 
himself. 

Verse 30.—“The disciples suffered him 
not.” Paul, free of any taint of cow- 
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ardice, would have pushed his way into 
the midst of the crowd, hoping doubtless 
to impress them by an address, but his 
friends urged him not thus to endanger 
his life and liberty and so restrained 
him. 

Eph. 6:13.—“The whole armour of 
God.” This is listed for us in the verses 
that follow. It is a complete spiritual 
panoply for the protection of all parts 
of the warrior but his back. The Chris- 
tian soldier is called upon to stand with 
his face to the foe. 


Verse 14.—“Loins girt about with 
truth.” Peter tells us to gird up the 
loins of the mind. Just as the Oriental’s 
flowing garments were drawn in and 
bound tightly about him by the girdle, 
so our thoughts are to be brought into 
control by the truth. “The breastplate 
of righteousness” is that practical right- 
eous behavior apart from which none 
can face our great spiritual enemies with 
confidence. 


Verse 15.—“Feet shod with the prepa- 
ration of the gospel of peace.” We are 
to be characterized by a joyful readi- 
ness to spread abroad the Gospel which 
tells how sinful man may find peace 
with God (see Isa. 52:7). 


Verse 16.—“The shield of faith.” That 
is, confidence in God. “This is the vic- 
tory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith” (1 John 5:4). As we put our 
trust in the living God, the enemies’ 
darts are powerless to hurt us. 


Verse 17.—‘The helmet of salvation.” 
It is the assurance of our eternal salva- 
tion that gives us courage to face the 
foe. “The sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God.” It is not merely 
the Bible as a whole, but the passage 
might be rendered, “the sayings of God.” 
Note how the Lord Jesus used the say- 


ings of God to defeat Satan, when 
tempted in the wilderness. 
Verse 18.—“Praying always.” Apart 


from prayer, which is the expression of 
daily dependence upon the Lord, we 
should still be helpless in the hour of 
need. We are to pray not only for our- 
selves, but for all saints, because all 
are engaged in the same conflict with 
wicked spirits in the heavenlies (v. 12). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Wherever God is working in power in 
the awakening and salvation of the lost, 
we may expect to see Satanic opposi- 
tion developed, and this often of the 
most cruel and unreasonable character. 
The hearts of unsaved men, already at 
enmity against God, are easily aroused 
to open hostility when the Gospel of 
His grace is being proclaimed and souls 
are being won for Christ. Nothing so 
enrages the ungodly as to be called upon 
to repent and face their sins in His 
presence, and nothing so emphasizes the 
falsity of fleshly religion as the manifes- 
tation of the regenerating power of the 
Holy Spirit. We need not, therefore, 
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Last Week’s Lessen 
8. November 24.—Paul in Athens and 
Corinth. Acts 17:15-28a; 18; 1 
Corinthians 1:22-31; 3:1-15; 15 
Next Week’s Lesson 
10. December 8.—Paul Admonishes the 
Churches (Temperance Lesson). 
1 Corinthians 6:9a, 10; 11:17-27; 
Romans 13:13, 14; Ephesians 5:18-21 








be surprised or disappointed when we 
find our best efforts to win men for 
Christ misunderstood and our love re- 
paid by hatred. This is the way the 
world treated Christ, and we may ex- 
pect to find it the same in unrelenting 
hostility to God as He did. 


Lesson Outline 


Satan’s kingdom stirred (Acts 19:23) 
Active opposition to Christ (vs. 24-28) 
The armor of God needed (Eph. 6:13) 
The girdle of truth (v. 14a) 

The breastplate of righteousness (v. 14b) 
Gospel shoes for the feet (v. 15) 

The shield of faith (v. 16) 

The helmet of salvation (v. 17a) 

The sword of the Spirit (v. 17b) 

All prayer (v. 18) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Ephesians. This Epistle carries us to 
the very highest height of the Chris- 
tian revelation. It is the New Testa- 
ment Book that answers to Joshua in 
the Old Testament: the Book of the in- 
heritance, our present inheritance in the 
heavenlies in Christ. It is, however, a 
most practical Book also. The first 
three chapters are largely doctrinal; the 
last three practical. It sets forth the 
walk on earth of those who are par- 
takers of the heavenly calling. 


Summaries and Applications 


We make no mistake when we wait 
God’s time. Paul was ready to go into 
Asia long before, but the field was not 
yet prepared for the seed (Acts 16:6). 

When His servant entered into 
Ephesus, as divinely directed, the Lord 
wrought mightily and many were 
brought to a saving knowledge of Christ. 

Believers are called to separation 
when the truth of God’s Word is no 
longer tolerated. Then the only thing 
to do is to come out from among the 
opponents of the Gospel and be separate. 

The advocates of false religious sys- 
tems are always concerned when the 
craft is in danger. He who preaches the 
truth of God need not worry about tem- 
poral remuneration if he trusts in the 
One who sends him out. 


CHICAGO. we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, lil. 


HAT were the contributing factors 

to the mighty spreading of the Word 

of God throughout the province of 
Asia? (Acts 19:20.) 


2. What were the concerns of the silver- 
smiths, and in what order? 


3. What characteristic result of a great 
spiritual awakening is seen in this incident? 


4. What differentiates the persecution in 
Ephesys from previous outbreaks of oppo- 
sition? 

5. Do you discern in the action of the 


silversmiths a hypocrisy which can be 
matched in modern times? 


6. What two phrases might well express 
the point of view of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians? 

7. What is the relation of prayer to “the 
whole armour of God’’? 

8. What is peculiar to the shield in the 
category of armaments? 

9. What distinguishes the sword from the 
other items? 

10. Can you recall another reference to 
spiritual armament, with a more aggressive 
and offensive flavor? 


(Answers on page 1060) 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And the same time there arose no 
small stir about that way. For a cer- 
tain man named Demetrius, a silver- 
smith, which made silver shrines for 
Diana, brought no small gain unto the 
craftsmen” (Acts 19:23, 24).—“No small 
stir” and “no small gain” remind me of 
an incident that happened in a cowboy 
town in Montana. Through the efforts 
of an aggressive local pastor I received 
an invitation from the proprietor of the 
pool hall to bring a Gospel message to 
his patrons. I accepted the kind invita- 
tion with hearty thanks. 

But as the hour drew near for the 
delivery of the message, he became fear- 
ful of the outcome and cancelled the in- 
vitation, saying, “I am afraid that your 
‘talk’ will hurt my business.” 

Businessmen seem to sense, even in- 
stinctively, that certain types of busi- 
ness cannot withstand the preaching of 
the Gospel of the glory of Christ. 

Demetrius seemed wide-awake to the 
fact that the preaching of the Gospel 
would completely ruin the business of 
making idols—and with the ruination 
of his business would go the “no small 
gain”— hence he was all-out for stop- 
ping the preaching immediately. 

Christian businessmen are exhorted to 
think on “whatsoever things are hon- 
est” (Phil. 4:8); and “do that which is 
honest” (2 Cor. 13:7); lead a “quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and hon- 
esty” (1 Tim. 2:2); provide “for honest 
things, not only in the sight of the Lord, 
but also in the sight of men” (2 Cor. 
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Lesson for December 1 


8:21); and “learn to set a good example 
in following honest occupations for the 
supply of their necessities, so that they 
may not live useless lives” (Titus 3:14, 
Weymouth). Such occupations are never 
“in danger to be set at nought.” 

While Paul was in this idolatrous city, 
he was quietly but diligently plying his 
own honest trade — that of making tents 
— whereby he supported himself and 
those that were with him (Acts 20:33- 
35). 


“So that not only this our eraft is in 
danger to be set at nought; but also that 
the temple of the great goddess Diana 
should be despised” (Acts 19:27) .—Far- 
rar in describing the temple says it 
“reeked with the congregated pollutions 
of Asia.” In addition to the hosts of 
sorcerers, magicians, and exorcists, there 
were evil-minded eunuch-priests, and 
virgin-priestesses ! 

It is singular how Demetrius never 
feared that the temple might be “de- 
spised” because of the. multitudinous 
evils permitted therein ! 

The town clerk spake the truth when 
he said: “These men... are neither 
robbers of temples nor blasphemers of 
our goddess.” They did not waste their 
time decrying the conditions prevailing 
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in the temple. Theirs was a positive 
message — the Gospel of Christ. 

Their message so changed men and 
women that they “turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God; 
and to wait for his Son from heaven.” 

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan illustrates the 
point thus: “In America there grows 
a wonderful tree called the scrub oak. 
Traveling through the country in the 
springtime, we see this scrub oak cov- 
ered still with the leaves of last year. 
Every other tree is stripped by the tem- 
pest of the autumn and winter. But 
gradually, in the springtime, the leaves 
drop off the scrub oak, by the rising of 
the new life. That which the tempest 
from without never accomplishes, the 
rising life within does accomplish. The 
rustling of the leaves seems to laugh 
at the storm, but when the new life 
rises, then quietly and surely they drop 
off. That was the victory at Ephesus. 
There was no demonstration against 
idolatry, but realization of fellowship 
with God. All the forces of the old were 
devitalized by the rising forces of the 
new.” 


“Above all, taking the shield of faith, 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked” (Eph. 










“There arose no small stir about that Way.” 
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6:16).—The fact that‘the enemy’s darts 
are “fiery” or burning, which means 
they had burning stuff at the end of 
them, makes me recall Sweden’s experi- 
ence with phantom bombs. 

In May, 1946, showers of gleaming pro- 
jectiles coming from the south flew over 
Sweden. They came, almost always at 
night, and week by week their numbers 
seemed to increase. 

A few crashed in Sweden, and dne 
collided with a Swedish plane over Vag- 
geryd. But they were all apparently 
equipped with an explosive charge suffi- 
cient to blow them up with a dazzling 
glare, showering the earth below with 
charred particles. 

The reports of Swedes who claimed to 
have seen the missiles backtrack, loop, 
barrel-roll, dive, and climb indicated 
that they were radio-controlled. 

The Swedish General Staff proclaimed 
the mysterious aerial invasion “ex- 
tremely serious,” and reportedly sent to 
Britain for the special radar equipment 
that helped the British combat the 1944 
V-1 barrage. 

The believer placing a practical and 
living faith or confidence in God and 
His Word, and not on circumstances, nor 
on the enemy, has the shield which ren- 
ders harmless all the burning darts 
hurled at him. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Showing Love and Kindness to Others 
(Eph, 4:29-32) 


NE day Paul wrote a Letter to the 

people in the church at Ephesus, 
and they must have been just about the 
same kind of people we have in church 
and Sunday school today. These were 
some of the things he said to them: ° 
First, Don’t let any unclean words come 
out of your mouth, only good things 
that would help those who hear you to 
come to know the Lord Jesus. Don’t we 
all need that advice— grown-ups and 
children, alike? Tongues babble every- 
where you go. People talk and talk with 
nothing to say. Idle talk. People who 
are Christians and would not think of 
swearing or saying anything filthy, say 
so many silly things. 

I wonder how many of you children 
have been going around saying, “Hub- 
bah-hubbah.” Maybe it hasn’t gotten to 
you yet. I heard two boys saying it 
over and over the other day, so I asked 
them what it meant. They didn’t know; 
they had heard somebody else saying 
it over and over to everyone they met, 
so they started doing likewise. All this 
modern “jive” talk comes under Paul’s 
condemnation — senseless, idle babble 
Children, watch your tongues! 

Second, Put away all anger and quar- 
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reling, saying mean things about an- 
other, and all spitefulness and hatred. 

Never become angry with the other 
children; never quarrel with brother or 
sister, or playmates; never pay anybody 
back with meanness because they were 
mean; never hate anybody; never say 
ugly, mean things about anybody. 

Did you ever do any of these things? 
Maybe you yelled, “Tattle-tale,” like a 
boy I heard not so long ago. Maybe you 
fought as two boys out in the street the 
other day fought, till their noses were 
bleeding and their faces scratched, and 
their shirts torn almost off of them, 
fighting like two savage little animals. 
Maybe you only said mean things about 
somebody, called her “Smartie” or 
“Teacher’s pet.” But Paul was writing 
about these little things, as we call 
them, and he was telling the Ephesian 
Christians not to grieve the Holy Spirit 
by doing them. 

Every child knows he should not do 
such things, but how can he help it? 
He doesn’t mean to, but he gets angry, 
and then he can’t stop. Paul told us 
how to keep from getting angry and 
doing wrong, and it is really simple. 
If you love the Lord Jesus, and have 
taken Him for your Saviour, then the 
Holy Spirit has come into your heart, 
and He will fill your heart with love 
—if you will let Him. The trouble with 
us is that we do not let the Holy Spirit 
do what He wants to do with us. 

Did you know that too many of us 
treat the Holy Spirit as if He were a 
stranger, not the Comforter and Friend 
the Lord Jesus said He would be? When 
a stranger rings our doorbell, we go to 
the door and open it to see who is there, 
but we keep the screen locked. If we 
find that he has any business to come 
in, we unlatch the door and let him in, 
and give him a chair near the door until 
his business is finished, and then usher 
him out and lock the door. . We never 
let him get far from the door. 

If a friend comes to the door, we ask 
him-in and perhaps ask him to have 
tea with us or stay to dinner, but if a 
very special friend comes, we go to meet 
him and bring him in and give him the 


guest room, and say, “Make yourself. 


at home; it’s all yours.” We let him go 
anywhere in the house he wishes. 

Which way do you treat God’s Holy 
Spirit? If you invite Him in and give 
Him all your heart, He will fill it so 
full of love that it will be easy to do as 
Paul commanded, “Be ye kind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you.” The Holy Spirit 
in your heart will take care of that tem- 
per, and that naughty tongue that gets 
you into so much trouble. Try Him. 

A good illustration for today’s lesson 
would be two little children loving each 
other, playing together happily. 

Fetton, Catir. 
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From the Platform 
By a Superintendent 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, we praise Thee 
for the Letters given to us, through the 
inspiration of Thy Spirit, by Thy serv- 
ant Paul. We thank Thee that Thou 
didst protect him by Thine own power 
and through the intervention of Thine 
other servants in the great turmoil at 
Ephesus. As we read of the riot, we 
can see Thy hand, as it were, moving 
behind the scenes and leading Thy saints 
through in triumph. What a rich treas- 
ure has come down to us in the wonder- 
ful Letter written by Paul to the church 
in that city! We thank Thee for the 
perfect armor Thou hast provided for 
us to protect us in the Christian life. 
Help us to use it all, by faith, and to 
live victoriously day by day. This we 
ask in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you counted 
the pieces in the Christian’s armor as 
it is pictured for us in the sixth chapter 
of Ephesians? How many do you find? 
Six? Seven? Well, let us see. We 
have: (1) the girdle of truth and (2) 
the breastplate of righteousness (v. 14); 
(3) the footwear of the Gospel of peace 
(v. 15); (4) the shield of faith; (5) the 
helmet of salvation, and (6) the sword 
of the Spirit (v. 17). But there is one 
more, and although it is not likened to 
any special piece of armor, yet it is 
very important, and that is prayer. If 
we count that, we have a total of seven, 
the number of perfection. It is this 
last which enables us to put on and make 
good use of all the others. 


Test your Christian life by the armor, 
and see if, you are using all the pieces 
daily. If you find a failure, or weakness, 
it is probably because you have 
neglectec one or two parts. So; 





“Put on the Gospel armor, 

Each piece put on with prayer; 
Where duty calls, or danger, 

Be never wanting there.” 











For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Settiing Disputes in the Right Way 
(Acts 19:22-41) 


HE memory work for the remainder 
of this quarter is 1 Corinthians 13: 
1-8a. It may be introduced under the 
idea of things that last. Some dolls, 


balls, books, and games might be on 
display. How many of the fine things 
received last Christmas are still good? 
Each child might name one thing that 
wore out or was lost and is of no con- 
sequence now, and one thing still valu- 





Lesson for December | 


able and beloved. Paul told the people 
in Corinth and us in America what the 
‘“lastingest” thing in the world is. We 
spell the word with four letters now 
(on the blackboard make four dashes), 
but in earlier days it had seven (make 
seven dashes). Paul tells about it in 
the “lucky number” chapter of First 
Corinthians. (Write 1 Corinthians above 
the dashes.) This lucky number chap- 
ter has the lucky number of verses, too. 
Are you lucky enough to be able to 
find it? (Whoever finds the chapter 
first may write the reference 13:1-13 
after 1 Corinthians. Read the chapter 
to the class as they follow in their 
Bibles, asking them to watch for the 
key word—one of the “lastingest” 
things in the world. When you have 
finished, let someone write “charity” in 
the blanks on the board, and someone 
else who knows the better present-day 
word, write “love.”) 

Do you suppose anyone could memo- 
rize all that before New Year’s? (Prob- 
ably some few will accept the challenge 
by saying, “I could !”) Some of us aren't 
so sure we could. Then let us cut it 
down a little, and study through the 
three words in verse 8 where it tells 
us that love lasts forever. And for 
every verse you learn you shall have a 
gold heart. (Order these from a supply 
house, 10 cents a box of 100, three-eighths 
inch. Using a pattern, the children may 
trace the outline of a large heart on a 
piece of paper or cardboard. Then fol- 
lowing your directions and sample on 
the blackboard, they may put dots and 
tiny numbers on that outline for each 
of the eight tiny hearts. I numbered 
mine with 1 in the notch, 2 and 3 on 
the shoulders, 8 at the apex, 4 and 5, 6 
and 7 at regular intervals down the 
two sides. Those children who learn 
all thirteen verses may put four extra 
tiny hearts across the inside of the large 
heart and print one letter of the word 
“love” on each, and the fifth below with 
the reference 1 Corinthians 13. Drill 
on the first verse for this lesson.) 

Suppose you could speak all the lan- 
guages in the world, and the angels’ 
language, too. (If you have the Ameri- 
can Bible Society poster showing map 
of the world with samples of the thou- 
sand languages in which Bible portions 
have been printed, it might be used here. 
It may be obtained from the Society’s of- 
fice at 450 Park Ave., New York 22.) 
If you talk in the most beautiful way 
anyone knows how to talk, but do not 
have love for those you talk to, you’re 
nothing more than what Mother perhaps 
often calls you — a chatterbox. (Teacher: 
Do you love those children in that 
class?) 

Now let me tell you of a time when 
a big crowd of people shouted them- 
selves hoarse as “sounding brass.” (Tell 
the story of Acts 19:23-41. A souvenir 
model of something in your vicinity sold 
to tourists may serve as illustration of 
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the silver shrines of Diana’s temple at 
Ephesus, which temple was one of the 
Seven Wonders of the ancient world.) 
But all the shouting and talk that day 
did no good. In time the temple was 
ruined, and disappeared from sight. Be- 
fore John died, the Lord Jesus sent a 
warning by him to the church at Ephe- 
sus that, though they were doing a lot 
of good things, they had lost their first 
love for their Lord (Rev. 2:1-5). And 
in time that church died out, as the 
Lord warned them. Not preaching and 
teaching and talking, but love is the 
lasting thing. 
Orono, MAINE. 
w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our lesson today deals 

with knighthood and a_ knight’s 
armor. The knight-errantry of the Mid- 
dle Ages was framed in an aura of 
romance. “In days of old, when knights 
were bold,” was the opening line of a 
poem I used to know in my dreamy 
youth. <Any story with an armored 
knight in it was fascinating to me, espe- 
cially if he was mounted upon a steed, 
entering a joust, with his lady’s dainty 
glove tucked in his gauntlet, or her 
scented kerchief tied upon his lance. 
But that armor! It was something to 
marvel at. Beginning with his plumed 
helmet of metal, covering head, face, 
ears, and neck, there were plates of ham- 
mered brass, riveted in shape for shoul- 
ders and arms, with riveted joints at the 
elbows. A heavy coat of mail, con- 
structed of metal rings enveloped his 
torso. A thick leather girdle, orna- 
mented with metal figures, furnished a 
support for his sword on one side and 
a rest for his lance on the other. His 
legs were enclosed in iron greaves, and 
his feet protected accordingly. In the 
armory of the London Tower there is 
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a large display of these outfits. As one 
looks upon them today in amazement 
he cannot but wonder how a man, no 
matter how strong, could move about 
even a little while with such a load— 
much less fight! They would weigh 
variously from 35 to 60 pounds. Read 
Mark Twain’s fascinating story, “A Con- 
necticut Yankee at King Arthur’s Court,” 
if you do not mind having romance of 
“When Knighthood Was in Flower” 
somewhat dimmed in your fancy. 

Now, fetiows, here is where we come 
upon one of those remarkable instances 
of the prophetic power of God’s Word. 
The Holy Spirit, through Paul, writing 
to the Ephesians, knew that kind of ar- 
mor would have to be discarded, even 
for warfare. All man-devised armor 
becomes obsolete sooner or later. At this 
very moment every nation’s war strat- 
egy board is planning to dismantle and 
revise the most modern armaments. The 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


ALETTER ON CHRISTIAN LIVING 


4 


£h4. 6213 








—— _— == 





























our 





Lesson for December 1 


entrance of the split atom is revolution- 
ary beyond all imagination. And so it will 
continue to be with man-made armor, 
offensive and defensive, as long as time 
shall last. But there is one armor which 
is permanent, absolutely. It is the “whole 
armour of God.” That is what Paul is 
telling the Ephesians and every Chris- 
tian knight of today to put on for the 
fight “against the wiles of the devil.” 
“Wherefore take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. Stand therefore, hav- 
ing your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of right- 
eousness; and your feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; above 
all, taking the shield of faith, where- 
with ye shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked. And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God” 
(Eph. 6: 13-17). 

Do you think this is confusing physical 
warfare with spiritual warfare? Not at 
all. If the representatives of the nations 
now sitting in the peace conferences 
would take the instruction of the Lord 
God, the Source of all wisdom, as found 
in those five verses to the Ephesians, and 
apply it to their claims, councils, and 
agreements, world peace would be very 
soon established. “Not by might, nor by 
power [politics !], but by my spirit, saith 
the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6). 

The Spirit — the Holy Spirit — nothing 
can stand before Him. If God’s servants 
would only draw that Sword! “For the 
word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, pierc- 
ing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). 

Young fellow, right now, kneel before 
the King, that He may give you the ac- 
colade of a real knighthood. Then stand; 
“and having done all, to stand,” armored 
with conquering power; overcoming “the 
sin which doth so easily beset” you and 
going forth to win battles for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In that same Tower of 
London is St. John’s Chapel. In olden 
days when a knight received his accolade 
he would spend the night upon his knees 
before the altar, his armor and his sword 
laid out in front of him. At sunrise 
he arose and put his armor on, took his 
sword, and went out upon his quest, 
his commission from the king. Which 
leads us into the closing verse of Paul’s 
armor lesson: “Praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all per- 
severance and supplication for all 
saints.” 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
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WOMAN: Skilled executive, personne! director, 
* desires resident position Christian in- 
stitutional management, within 50 miles New York, 
rural or suburban preferred. Presbyterian, orthodox, 
excellent references. Write Room 614, Sunday 
School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
yer and explaining the conditions gen which 
pted may be d from 

the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 








Illustrations must reach the es three 
ths in advance of the lesson, and should 
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lent presentation. 
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not be gHoges from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because <2 
init the total submitted on esch lesson to 
four illustrations. 

“He Shall Fight for You.”—Finally, 
. . . be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might (Eph. 6:10, Golden 
Text). At the beginning of the siege of 
Malta, General Dobbie writes: “I was 
greatly encouraged by a telegram I re- 
ceived from the Chief of the Imperial 
General Staff, Gen. Sir Edmund Iron- 
side (later, Field-Marshal Ironside). The 
telegram, which was addressed to me 
personally, contained the _ reference, 
‘Deuteronomy, chapter 3, verse 22.’ I 
looked up the reference in my Bible, 
and I read: ‘Ye shall not fear them: 
for the Lord your God he shall fight 
for you.’ ”"—From “A Very Present Help,” 
by Lieut.-Gen. Sir William Dobbie, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B., D.S.O. Sent by E. 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Reformed but Not Redeemed.—Sirs, 
ye know that by this craft we have our 
wealth (Acts 19:25). It was at the close 
of a Sunday evening service when a 
semi-intoxicated man, bearing on his 
face the marks of dissipation, walked 
unsteadily up the aisle and said to me: 
“Parson, I was passing by when I heard 
the choir singing about the ‘Ninety-and- 
Nine,’ and wanting to hear more, I came 
in and sat in the back row. I heard 
your sermon. You sure hit the ball 
hard; made me fee! as if I must start 
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out at once hunting lost sheep. Sud- 
denly I realized that I had found my 
sheep; it is myself. I have been a wicked 
man, Parson. My money for years has 
been spent on booze, while my wife and 
children have often gone hungry and 
been dressed in rags. But no more. I’m 
turning over a new leaf. The rum mills 
will get no more of my coin. God bless 
you, Parson!” Before F could express 
my delight at his avowal of coming into 
the fold, the “rescued sheep” was gone. 
How happy I was to think that an all- 
wise Omnipotence had heard my fervent 
appeal! Several years passed and one 
Sunday morning a portly, well-dressed 
man approached and grasped my hand. 
“Don’t know me, do you, Parson? I’m 
the fellow who dropped in on you one 
Sunday night when you were preaching 
on the ‘Ninety-and-Nine.’ I’ve kept my 
word — never tasted liquor since. I own 
my own home, have a fine automobile, 
and a snug bank account. And all this 
I owe to you.” “Wonderful,” I beamed. 
“May I ask what business you are en- 
gaged in?” “Sure,” he returned with 
an obviously proud smile. “Running a 
high-toned saloon of my own, where 
other fools pay the bills.".—From “The 
Preacher’s Doorknob,” by the Rev. L. 
M. Zimmerman. Sent by Helen Palmer, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Unprepared for War.—Take unto you 
the whole armour of God (Eph. 6:13). 
Suppose you should read in the morning 
paper that the bombers with fighter 
plane escort took off in the early morn- 
ing on their mission of the day with 
only a few gallons of left-over gasoline 
from yesterday and no ammunition for 
their machine guns and no bombs. You 
would say, “They’re crazy.” And you 
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would be 100 per cent right. Did you 
get up early enough for morning devo- 
tions? Did you refuel with divine grace, 
or are you running on the little left 
over? Did you take time to make sure 
your sword of the Spirit is ready? Have 
you on board bombs of divine truth to 
drop into the conversation when some 
worldling begins that smart-aleck line 
of ridicule and near blasphemy? Do 
you have emergency rations of living 
bread and water of life? And anoint- 
ing oil for possible-wounds? This busi- 
ness of living is warfare — daily, hourly, 
against principalities and powers and 
spiritual wickedness in high places. The 
morning preparation makes or bréaks 
the day, and you along with it—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. A. J. 
Levengood, Dayton, Tenn. 


Shine Inside—And your feet shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace (Eph. 6:15). There used to be 
— perhaps it is still there—a tiny hole- 
in-the-wall shop just around the corner 
off San Francisco’s Market Street which 
carried this sign: “Ladies and Gentle- 
men, get a good Shine inside.” Those 
who accepted the invitation went their 
way with shoes resembling mirrors. The 
aging Negro who presided over the 
varied polish containers and brushes 
simply radiated good cheer, and as each 
customer left what he called his “‘operat- 
ing chair” he smiled and said: “Ah 
hopes yo’ h’art shine t’day jes lak yo’ 
shoes!” As often as I stopped there for 
professional services during my short 
stay in the city, he never failed to ex- 
press this unique hope, and I never failed 
to walk thoughtfully toward the Civic 
Auditorium and the first General Con- 
ference session of the day, scanning 
the faces of those I met for the “shine 
inside” that evidences real happiness. 
Occasionally I found it. More often I 
did not.—From Youth’s Instructor. Sent 
by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Hell Met.—Take the helmet of salva- 
tion (Eph. 6:17). How do you pro- 
nounce the word “helmet”? “Hell-Met,” 
isn’t it? Then the very name, as we 
English-speaking . . . people know it, 
challenges us to acknowledge the Head- 
ship of the One who has met all the 
forces of hell and can meet them in our 
behalf !—From “Armoured!” by Evelyn 
McFarlane McClusky. Sent by Ruth E. 
Dow, Orono, Maine. 


When Praying Hyde Prayed.—Pray- 
ing always ... in the Spirit (Eph. 6: 
18). Dr. Wilbur Chapman wrote to a 
friend: I have learned some great les- 
sons concerning prayer. At one of our 
missions in England the audiences were 
exceedingly small; but I received a note 
saying that an American missionary 
was going to pray God’s blessing down 
on our work. He was known as Praying 
Hyde. Almost instantly the tide turned. 
The hall became packed, and at my first 
invitation fifty men accepted Christ as 
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their Saviour. As we were leaving I 
said, “Mr. Hyde, I want you to pray 


for me.” ‘He came to my room, turned’ 


the key in the door, and dropped on his 
knees, and waited five minutes without 
a single syllable coming from his lips. 
I could hear my own heart thumping, 
and his beating. I felt hot tears run- 
ning down my face. I knew I was with 
God. Then, with upturned face, down 
which the tears were streaming, he 
said, “O God.” Then for five minutes 
at least he was still again; and then, 
when he knew that he was talking with 


God there came from the depths of his 


heart such petitions for me as I had 
never heard before. I rose from my 
knees to know what real prayer was. 
We believe that prayer is mighty and 
we believe it as we never did before.— 
From Gospel Herald. Sent by Harold 
Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. Prize illus- 
tration. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
ArE You In UNIFORM? 


N GALATIANS we see Christ magni- 
fied by the events of history (Gal. 
4:4). In Ephesians He is magnified 
through heavenly association (Eph. 2: 
6). In Philippians He is magnified 
through our bodies (Phil. 1:20). Paul 
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was constantly magnifying Christ (Acts 
19:17c). 

The believers of Ephesus were well 
prepared for Paul’s Letter to them. They 
had been baptized with the Holy Spirit 
and sealed as an “earnest” of their re- 
demption. For two years they had re- 
ceived instruction from Paul in Chris- 
tian doctrine. Through Paul’s faith, and 
their own, many miracles of healing had 
been wrought, and confessions were 
made, producing a revival somewhat 
like that of Hezekiah’s time (2 Chron. 
29:15, 16, 23, 24). Converts even brought 
their books of magic to a common bon- 
fire to have them burned. 

When converted Ephesians stopped 
worshiping the goddess Diana and be- 
gan worshiping the living Christ, the 
trade of the idolatrous silversmiths was 
naturally upset, and “the whole city was 
filled with confusion” because of it. 
Persecution followed, but it did not 
change the faith of sincere believers. 

The devotional reading for today (Eph. 
3:14-21) and part of the lesson text 
(Eph. 6:13-18) give a prayer and pro- 
gram that could well be memorized by 
every girl. 

PAUL’sS PRAYER 


Paul was not praying for things; he 
was praying, as we should, for inner 
victory in the experiences of his friends, 
spiritual growth, a deeper relationship 
with God, and a comprehension of the 








Urgent Request for Prayer 


(Q). Why the urgent request for prayer? 


(A) We ask prayer for Rev. Zeidman as he carries the. Gospel of Christ into the most 


turbulent and dangerous parts of Europe 


Many doors have been closed to mis- 


sionaries, but Brother Zeidman enters Poland to survey the needs due to the 


ravages of war. 


1. Please pray for the safety of Brother Zeidman, that ‘‘a great door and effectual” 


may be 


opened for him, and that many precious Jewish souls may be saved. 


2. That means may be provided for the carrying on of the work at home and abroad. 

3. That Mrs. Zeidman may be granted wisdom and strength from on high. 

4. Pray that God may raise up many Christian men and women who will earnestly 
and steadfastly pray for, and support the work. 


(Q) What is the purpose of Brother Zeidman’s missionary journey to Poland? 


(A) The purpose of the trip is— 


1. To give the Gospel and Christian comfort, as well as aid, to the surviving remnant 


of Jews in Poland. 


2. To search for missing friends and relations. 
3. To “feed the hungry and clothe the naked” according to Matt. 25: 35, 36. 


(Q What about our work in Canada? 


(A) Mrs. Zeidman remains in charge of the work in Toronto, assisted by a band of conse- 


crated full time and volunteer workers. 


During the absence of Rev. Zeidman in Europe the I. Q. on Jews and Judaism stud- 
ies 


be suspended until his return from the missionary journe 


in Poland in No- 


vember, when these interesting expositions will be resumed. Send us your name and 
address and we will mail reports of Brother Zeidman’s work in Poland, and literature 


on Jews and Judaism. 


PRAY WITHOUT CEASING! 


SCOTT 
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supreme love of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The last two verses of the prayer are 
a benediction, giving glory to God. 
Never should we forget, when we are 
thinking of the blessings the Lord gives 
which are “exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think,” that “unto him 
be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end.” 
Our God is worthy of glory and praise. 


PAUL’s PROGRAM 


It is not so easy for a young man in 
civilian clothing to get a ride as it was 
when he wore his uniform. What makes 
the difference? See how the following 
points apply to a Christian: 

A uniform is symbolic of a patriotic 
calling (Heb. 3:1). 

It is neat and attractive (2 Cor. 2: 
14, 15). 

It calls for respect (Matt. 5:16) 

It is fashioned for efficiency in action 
(Phil. 4:13). 

It presupposes that the one wearing it 
has training that will help him accom- 
plish something splendid for the cause 
he represents (Gal. 2:20). 

While the Christian’s uniform is not 
visible, it is nevertheless real. List these 
items for study: 

Loins—Truth (John 8:32; 14:6). 

Breastplate—Righteousness (Phil. 1:11; 
1 Cor. 1:30). 

Feet—Gospel of peace (Rom. 10:14, 15). 

Shield—Faith (2 Tim. 1:12; Heb. 11:1) 

Head—Helmet of salvation (Eph. 2:8-10). 

Sword—Word of God (Heb 4:12) 


A girl who knows the truth as it is 
in Christ has a freedom of mind, speech, 


An 
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and action that political programs could 
never offer. This girl is not righteous 
in herself. Christ’s righteousness refines 
her spirit. Her feet are not merely 
shod with “peace,” enabling her to go 
guietly on her way, but with the “gospel of 
peace,” or the good news of a Redeemer. 
Instead of letting doubts baffle her mind, 
she knows her Redeemer and trusts Him 
to help her. She knows she: is» saved, 
but more than that, with this “helmet of 
salvation” firmly fastened on her head, 
she wants to get into active service for 
Cnrist. Her weapon is God’s unfailing 
Word. May we faithfully use Paul’s 
prayer and program for our own well- 
beirfg, as well as a means of drawing 
others closer to our Lord. 
ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1052) 

1. (a) The unflagging devotion and toil 
of the apostle (vs. 8-10); (b) the conde- 
scension of God in granting “special mir- 
acles’” (vs. 11, 12); (c) the rebuke of blas- 
phemous imitators (vs. 13-17); (d) the puri- 
fying of the Church (vs. 18, 19). 

2. (a) Their wealth (v. 25); (b) their 
craft (v. 27); (c) their religion (v. 27b). 

3. The profits of iniquity were being cut 
into. 

4. Here for the first time the persecution 
originated in pagan circles; all previous 
outbreaks had been sponsored by the Jews. 

5. Their real care was their profits, which 
they sought to protect by an appeal to re- 
ligion. So our liquor interests use the “per- 
sonal liberty” cry: as a blind to secure their 
vast profits. 

6. (a) “In heavenly places”; (b) “in 
Christ.” 

7. It is the common factor in the use of 
every part. 

8. The shield here referred to is the “‘door- 
shield,” 4 feet by 2 feet six inches approxi- 
mately, intended for the protection of the 
whole body, not just one part. So faith is 
the “over-all’’ protection. 

9. While the helmet, the breastplate, the 
shoes, the shield are solely defensive, the 
sword is both defensive and offensive. 

10. 2 Corinthians 10:4, 5. 


we 


Israel's Travail in Returning 
to the Land 


(Continued from page 1050) 


be constantly kept on, thus excluding 
all light. The waves soon broke in the 
glass, carrying their miserable cargoes 
about until many were either dead or 
crazy. A sad picture indeed! The way 
to the Promised Land is hard. The sad 
thing about it is that no one seems 
really to care nor is anyone stirred to 
action. 


Israel needs to be saved from the 
great sin, the greatest of all— refusing 
to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as Sav- 
iour; but surely, for the sake of com- 
mon decency, they should and could be 
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saved from experiences such as the one 
here related. 


As for Israel, God’s Word is—“O 
Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; 
for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity” 
(Hos. 14:1). 


The London Evening Standard, some 
months ago, said: “Israel’s long and 
tragic history has reached its culminating 
horror. The survivors of the race which 
gave the concept of the One True God 
to the world, and the Commandments 
by which its peoples should live, are 
mourning their dead. Once in Poland 
3,500,000 Jews lived and worked, hon- 
ourable citizens of a great country. Of 
them 80,000 escaped. The rest lie in 
mass graves or beneath the rubble of 
the Warsaw ghetto where they pitted 
their maked flesh alone against the 
bombs of the Luftwaffe. They have 
suffered as no other peoples in the 
world. They need sympathy and help 
and the sure guidance that will lead 
them out of the Land of Bondage never 
to be enslaved again.” 


The Palestine Post of February 19 - 


said: “Everywhere the Jews are chant- 
ing, To Palestine! To Palestine’ — 
Judge Hutcheson (of the Enquiry Com- 
mittee). Sir Frederick Leggett said in 
the same paper: “Almost 100 per cent 
of the Jews interviewed did not want 
to go anywhere except Palestine. When 


THE SUNBAY SCHOOL Times 


asked to name a second choice they said. 
‘Crematorium.’ ” 
The land of hope but so difficult to 


attain! All things are possible with 
* God. 
JERUSALEM. 


Archaeological Side Lights 
(Continued from page 1050) 


closing wall of the temple. Wood be- 
gan digging at the site of the city of 
Ephesus, but he found no evidence of 
the temple. During the course of the 
excavations, he unearthed an inscription 
that told that the procession of the god- 
dess Diana passed through the Magnesian 
gate in going from the theater to the 
temple.4 Wood began to excavate the 
walls of the city, and soon found a 
beautiful gateway through which a road- 
way led to the area outside of the city. 
He followed the road for the distance 
of a mile, excavating monuments along 
the roadside as he progressed to the 
site which finally proved to be the 





8J. T. Wood, “Discoveries at Ephesus,”” Lon- 
don, Longmans, Green and Co., 1877, deals 
at length with the discoveries. A_ briefer 
treatment is given in Cobern, op. cit., pp. 
461-482. 

4J. P. Free, ‘“‘Archaeology and Paul’s Jour- 
neys: Paul at Ephesus,” The Sunday School 
Times, May 20, 1944, deals with these dis- 
coveries. 
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sacred enclosure for the temple of Diana. 
After painstaking work inside the sacred 
enclosure, he finally came upon the 
white marble pavement at a depth of 
twenty feet.5 The weather was bad at 
this time of the year, and Wood and 
the workmen were constantly wading in 
the mud. Even with these conditions, 
he kept at the task, still wearing his 
top hat and tailed coat. 

The temple proved to be one hundred 
sixty feet wide and three hundred forty 
feet long. Many of its remains were 
unearthed by the workmen who labored 
under Wood’s direction. They found the 
magnificent columns whose sections were 
twenty feet in circumference and six 
feet high. They were so massive that 
it required fifteen men fifteen days to 
raise. one of them above the pavement 
of the temple.7 Among the ruins, Wood 
found several fine statues, including one 
of Hercules struggling with the queen 
of the Amazons. Enough of the ancient 
glory of the temple of Diana still re- 
mained to enable us to better appreciate 
the concern of the Ephesians for her 
sanctuary and its magnificence, as evi- 
denced in the words of Demetrius in 
Acts 19. P 


WHEATON, ILL. 

5 Cobern, op. cit., p. 462, 

*H. V. Morton, “In the Steps of St. Paul,” 
New York, Dodd, Mead, 1937, p. 374. 

7 Wood, op. cit., p. 190. 



























Six books — four on the char- 
acters of the Old Testament, two 
on the characters found in the 
Gospels. Each consists of thirteen 
pictures to color, with a related 
story opposite. 
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HANDWORK MATERIAL FOR CHILDREN 


SUNDAY MORNING PICTURE STORIES for little folks to color 





SIX BOOKS 
Genesis and Exodus (part) 
Exodus (part), Numbers, Deuter- 
onomy, and Joshua (part) 
Joshua (part), Judges, Ruth, and 
Samuel (part) 
Samuel (part), I Kings 
The Gospels (part) 
The Gospels (part) 





























i 10 cents per book 


WHO’S WHO IN THE BIBLE 


This series of handwork cards dealing 
with Bible characters will interest chil- 
dren of the Beginner, Primary, and 
first year Junior age. Under each 
picture appears a question in rhyme 
with Bible references. Pictures to be 
colored. 13 cards to set. 


15 cents set of 13 cards 


BOOKSTORE 


Series 1 - Old Testament Subjects 
Series 2 - New Testament Subjects 
Series 3 - Parables of Jesus 

Series 4 - Miracles of Jesus 
Series 5 - Friends of Jesus 

Series 6 - Hebrew Kings 
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A Whole Year for $1.00 
ww ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching a pleasure! 
s@” Write for Samples and Special Intro- 
ductory Prices for Sabbath Schools 


THE ILLUSTRATOR Myerstown, Pa. 


“Nhe Word at Work" 


vou and pe 7, be pa os Gipabted re- 
ceive *s printe oO edging to 
read a chapter of the Testament enc day. 


National Headquarters 
The Business Men’s Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, Ine. 


ORGANIZED 1916 - INCORPORATED 1917 
710 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia ?, Pa. 


This work is made possible through yo 
and financial support. a 


Old Fashioned Revival 








ae _ Iam Nationwide Gospel Broadeast 
‘ow wpesional Networks” and In- 
™ a radio leg of local newspapers 
{ for stations and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calf. 








BOX ASSORTMENTS 
PAY biggest Prot ts 


Get sales and profite 

oot A, DeLuxe Sample 
Line of nationally 

extra quality, popular 

priced Christmas Cards. 

agnificent, colorful, right up 

to date in quality, art, design. 


SAMPLE FREE;0{°:31.00 


FREE. Get this assortment be- 
u start. It’s tops in profit- 
making for greeting card sales- 
people everywhere. Also com- 
plete line of Bibles, Books, 
Stationery and Everyday Cards. 
Rush name today for your start- 


ing offer. 
WESTERN ART STUDIOS, 29R 
257 So. Spring St. Los Angeles Cal. 




































TIME IS SHORT! 
Doors Are Closing 





South America is ‘white unto har- 
vest."’ Millions of souls will perish 
unless the message of Salvation is 
taken to them by means of the printed 
Word. The Brazilian Christian Mission 
is touching every Spanish and Portuguese 
speaking country for Christ, getting out the Word 
in tracts, Gospels, Bibles, and Colportage books. 
A three-story Gospel printing establishment is now 
under construction. Much equipment will be needed. 
Plans are being laid to distribute much of this 
literature from the skies by plane. 


FUNDS ARE NEEDED NOW! 
Will you help? Send for a free copy of the MISSION 
OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD to Home Sec- 
retary, Miss Nell Macy, 729 Brown-Marx Building, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 


THE BRAZILIAN CHRISTIAN MISSION 


A Fundamental Faith Work 
F. Paul Peterson, Field Director, Sao Paulo, Brazil 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Providing the Times for Teachers 
(Continued from second page) 


Sunday school, however, decided to 
give them a subscription from year to 
an so since that time they. have 
n supplied with Tue Sunpay ScHOOL 
TrmEs, even during depression years. 
Having received the Times from our 
Sunday school for over sixteen years, 
and appreciating its ministry, thought 
it might be well to find out if there 
were other schools with a longer rec- 
ord, and challenging new schools to 
rovide a service for their officers and 
eachers that will not only pay rich 
dividends now, but throughout all 
eternity. 


Whenever Tue Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs 
is mentioned in our workers’ confer- 
ences, there are always expressions of 
appreciation and reports of. blessing, 
and am therefore anxious that your 
pa r have a larger circulation in those 

ible schools that are true to the Word 
of God.—A Pennsylvania reader. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 1 


1. What Is the Bible? 

(Psa. 119:105-112; 2 Pet. 1:21) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

HIS series of three topics on “The 

Bible in Modern Life” rightly begins 
with a consideration of what the Bible 
is. There are many who readily will 
concede that the Bible is the “Good 
Book” or that it is a marvelous piece 
of literature, unexcelled in its simplicity 
and continuity. Many will agree that 
the Bible is an excellent guide for daily 
living and in the production of high 
moral character. But we must see some- 
thing more than all this if the Bible 
is to do for us what God intends it 
should. 

First of all, we must see that the Bible 
is the Word of God. Dr. James M. Gray 
has written: 

“The late Dr. James H. Brookes is 
sponsor for the statement that the 
phrase, ‘Thus saith the Holy Ghost,’ or 
its equivalent, is used at least 2,000 times 
in the Old Testament. To be sure, this 
is an evidence of revelation rather than 
inspiration, and there is a strong differ- 
ence between the two. As Dr. Chalmers 
puts it, the one is the influx, the other 
the efflux. One is divine information 
communicated by God to men, and the 
other is divine information communi- 
cated by God through man to other men. 

“But when the phrase occurs 2,000 
times in a writing no larger than the 
Old Testament, it approaches inspira- 
tion so closely as to be almost identi- 
cal with it. ... 

“And yet if that [the Old Testament] 
is inspired, it almost goes without say- 
ing that the New Testament must be 
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inspired also, because it is the later and 
more iruportant revelation of the two. 
The opening verses of the first and sec- 
ond chapters of Hebrews warrant our 
saying this, which read: ‘God, who at 
sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in times past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son, ... There- 
fore, we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have 
nee .. oo” 
4 

The Bible also likens itself to many 
things that help us to understand its 
character. In James 1:25, we read that 
the Bible is a mirror It shows us what 
kind of persons we are. Here we may 
see one of the reasons why some do not 
like the Bible. They hate it, because 
they do not wish to be reminded of 
their real natures. 


ve 
In Psalm 119:105, which is part of our 
Scripture lesson for this topic, we learn 
that the Bible is a light and a,lamp, in 
that it illumines the way for those who 
will read. and heed what it says. It 
reveals pitfalls and dangers as we go 
through life, and it helps us to avoid 
them. 
ve 
In Hebrews 5:12-14, we find that the 
Bible, for some, is milk, in that it pro- 
vides simple and easily digested food 
for the young Christian, but that it is 
also strong meat for the more mature, 
building up and strengthening them in 
the faith. 
ve 
In Psalm 19:10, we find that the Bible 
is honey, because it delights the hearts 
of those who are willing to feed upon 
it. Here God’s Word is also likened to 
gold that enriches. 
we 
Ephesians 5:26 tells us that the Bible 
is water, whereby the believer may be 
cleansed from defilement. 


4 
Jeremiah (23:29) tells us that it is like 
fire, because it burns out the dross and 
refines the pure metal of the believer’s 
life and character; and that it is also 
like a hammer, breaking down resist- 
ance and breaking up hard and rebel- 
lious hearts. 
ve 
Hebrews 4:12 and Ephesians 6:17 tell 
us that God’s Word is a sword to be 
used against our great adversary, the 
Devil, and it will put him to flight more 
quickly than anything else. 
4 
Then in Matthew 13:19 and 1 Peter 
1:23, we find God’s Word likened to 
seed, which, scattered upon the ground 
of human hearts, may spring up and 
take root and grow and produce results. 
ye 


There are many interesting facts about 
the Bible that we shall do well to re- 
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call. Among those given by John Weaver 
Weddell in “Your Study Bible,” are: 

The Bible is more than a collection 
of books.’ While there are sixty-six 
separate books, written by thirty-five 
different writers over a period of nearly 
seventeen hundred years, nevertheless, 
there is but one consistent theme run- 
ning all through its pages. It is the 
theme of God’s plan for man’s redemp- 
tion, and it points from beginning to 
end to Christ as the only Redeemer, 
and man’s rightful Lord and King. 

W. W. Clark finds 309 quotations from 
the Old Testament in the New, and 528 
allusions. 


In the Bible are 1,189 chapters — 929° 


in the Old Testament and 260 in the 
New. There are 31,058 verses, and 775,- 
693 words in our English Bible. The 
middle chapter is Psalm 117; the longest, 
Psalm 119; the shortest, Psalm 117. 

The middle verse is Psalm 118:8; the 
longest, Esther 8:9; and the shortest, 
John 11:35. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 25 to December 1 
Mon.—Ephesians 1:15-23. 
A Prayer for Converts. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I ... cease not 
to give thanks for you, making mention 
of you in my prayers.” ~Paul’s prayer 
for the young converts at Ephesus 
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should be read in connection with his 
farewell address to them (Acts 20:17- 
38), and the Lord’s message to that 
church (Rev. 2:1-7). We read of their 
first love in Acts 19; their slipping love 
in Ephesians 3:17; and their forsaken 
love in Revelation 2:1-6. Paul’s prayers, 
like our own for God’s people, should 
fit in with their needs. We must “bow 
{the] . . . knees” if we are to have the 
heavens bow down with blessings. Pray 
for the young converts in your church. 
and community after the example of 
the Apostle Paul. 


Tues.—Ephesians 4:1-7, Walk Worthily. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called.” 
Our work for Christ is included in our 
salvation in Christ. As “new creatures” 
in Christ we have work foreordained of 
God. We have paths of service God has or- 
dained “that we should walk in” (2:10), 
and this holy service should be our be- 
havior before God and men. Let us not 
receive the grace of God in vain nor 
discredit the Gospel by unworthiness of 
life and labor. Pray for the Lord’s peo- 
ple in accordance with verses 1-16, in 
this chapter. 


Wed.—Ephesians 4:25 to 5:2, 
The Christian Life. 
Prayer Succestions: “Grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption.” 
Christian living should exhibit Christ 


to others. In a word, the Christian life 
is just this: “Jesus ... manifest in our 
mortal flesh” (2 Cor. 4:11). Does your 


life agree with the Word? Is your be- 
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Use these attractive yet 
inexpensive coin collectors 
in your church and Sunday 
school. ! The artistic cover 
design is a silhouette of the 
Nativity scene in green and 
black with the wording, 
“My Christmas Offering.” 
These collectors should 
prove most helpful in mak- 
ing your special Christmas 

ial efforts a success. 


No. K-21 — Size 3% x 5% 
folded, to hold $2 in dimes. 


Price: $3 per hundred 
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PUPIL ACTIVITY HANDWORK for coloring to 
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oS ee TS ae ere. Catalog free. Send 10c. 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 


No Mounting! 
THE FAMOUS 


This method enables you to 


Harrisburg, Pa. 














ieee in Ei 


, iy 





1064 (20) ™ 





a ne 


s 












soul-satisfying 
Christian service 
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free copy. 
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havior such as becometh the Gospel of 
Christ? Well prepared meat, without 
salt, is never satisfying to the palate, 
and the Gospel presented to others with- 
out the “salt” 6f a Christian life is 
never wanted by them. Pray that Christ 
may be magnified in your life. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 5:15-21. Living Wisely. 


Prayer SvccesTions: “Be ye not un- 
wise, but understanding what the will 
of the Lord is.” Some people seem to 
take Christ as their salvation who never 
seem to think that He is to be unto 
them wisdom and righteousness. We 
need a whole Christ for the whole of 
life. It is folly and fatal to accept Christ 
for one thing and not for all things. 
He must be our All in All or He will 
not be our Salvation at all. Feed on 
Christ. Heed Christ. Live Christ, and 
you will live the life that is life indeed. 
Pray that the Lord will make Himself 
to you “a living, bright reality.” 


Fri.—Ephesians 6:1-9. Christian Relationships. 

PraYeR Svuccestions: “Children, .. . 
fathers, . . . servants, ... masters.” In 
life’s relationships the Word of the Lord 
provides our rule of conduct. Note how 
the Commandment “Honour thy father 
and thy mother” is brought to bear upon 
children, and the promise bearing upon 
that Commandment is stressed. It 
seems ‘that we have quite forgotten the 
place of the Law (Ten Commandments) 
in Christian ministry. We have forgot- 
ten that Paul said, “When the command- 
ment came, sin revived, and I died” 
(Rom. 7:9). Let us use the Law to 
bring consciousness of sin and its guil* 
to our hearers, or we shall have only 
“half-formed” Christians. Pray for a 
more holy walk in your intersocial re- 
lationships. 


Sat.—Ephesians 6:10-18. Christian Strength. 

Prayer Succestions: “Strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might.” 
Christ must be the strength of every 
Christian life, or the life will be without 
victory in words and deeds. It takes 
“the power of his might” to match the 
power of Satan and wicked spirits in 
the heayenly places. Is Christ your 
strength and shield? “Blessed is the 
man whose strength is in thee” (Psa. 
84:5). Pray that the power of Christ 
may be more in evidence among His 
people. 
Sun.—Ephesians 3:14-21. 

Paul Prays for Others. 

Prayer SuccestTions: “Glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus.” Prayers of- 
fered by the apostles were for the 
things which the Lord wanted to see 
in the life of His people. When the 


desires in the heart of Christ for the 
Church are ours, and they always 
should be, we are very near to the 
Lord as we pray. Pray that your 
prayers may be more and more con- 
formed to the Lord’s desires for saints 
and sinners. 
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